
 

 

VSK NEWS 

Welcome 
As the examination season fast approaches, I would like to extend to you all our sincere 

thanks for all the support you have given us and most importantly to our young people 

during this academic year. I would also like to thank you for your hard work, continued 

support and patience over the next few months which no doubt will be filled with angst 

and high emotions during this stressful time. 

 

Please take time to read this edition thoroughly and find out what we are doing in your part of Kent from 

our fantastic Area Team Assistant Headteachers and the projects they champion both at area level and 

county wide. In additional please take time to review some of the excellent work going on with our 16+ 

transitions Team, Previously Looked After Children’s (PLAC) Team and our Out of County (OOC) Team. 

Also please be aware of some or our amazing work that is being done by our Participation and 

Engagement team including charity work; activity days; co-production initiatives; Corporate Parenting 

Team Challenge Day and a growing number of activities with young people who are not currently in care. 

In addition to all this was an inspirational “express yous’ELF’ concert which I had the privilege to be part 

of. 

 

All that is left to say once again is good luck for the impending exam season and thank you for your 

continued support and commitment to our young people. 
 

Best wishes 

Tony Doran 
Headteacher, Virtual School Kent   

 Spring Term 2020 Kent’s Virtual School for Children in Care and Young Care Leavers 

In This Issue…                                     

∑ Welcome 

∑ Kent PEP Update 

∑ Supporting Schools to become Attachment/Trauma Aware 

∑ Updates from our Area Teams 

∑ Participation Team Update 

∑ VSK Contact Information 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KENT PEP UPDATE 
 

Important Reminders  

∑ Please do not try and login to the old ePEP system or call 

eGOV, as we ceased using this external system on 31st May 

2019 for KS1-KS4 children and on 31st August 2019 for KS5 

children.  We now use Kent PEP for all Kent children and young 

people in care. For all Kent PEP queries, please contact us on 

03000 415353 or email VSKKentPEP@kent.gov.uk . 

∑ If your Designated Teacher is leaving the school, please could they ensure that any PEPs in the 

portal are completed and submitted back to VSK prior to leaving, as a change of Designated 

Teacher email address on Kent PEP will result in the loss of any incomplete PEPs left in the Kent 

PEP portal!  

∑ We strongly recommend that all secondary schools and colleges set up a generic email address 

for Kent PEP, as this is hugely beneficial in the event of the DTs & DMSs being on extended 

leave or in departing from the school or college.  A generic email address allows continued 

access to your school’s PEPs by all staff  involved in the PEP process. 

∑ Please call us 03000 415353 or email VSKKentPEP@kent.gov.uk if you would like to change 

your school’s nominated email address for Kent PEP, but please ensure that all PEPs currently 

in the portal are completed and submitted back to VSK first. 

∑ New and updated Kent PEP user guides for DTs & DMSs will be available shortly on the VSK 

website. 

 

Contact  

Please contact our dedicated Kent PEP team directly should you have any questions or queries and 

we will be happy to help.  

 

 

 

03000 415353   

 

VSKKentPEP@kent.gov.uk 
 

http://www.virtualschool.lea.kent.sch.uk/vsk-resources/

personal-education-plan-epep 

mailto:VSKKentPEP@kent.gov.uk
mailto:VSKKentPEP@kent.gov.uk
mailto:VSK_ePEP@kent.gov.uk


 

 

Supporting schools to become Attachment / Trauma aware and 

so help them to improve our young people’s emotional well-

being. 

Schools staff who attended our Project Conference were asked to think about 10 top tips for all 

school staff in supporting vulnerable children who had experienced complex traumas. These 

were their ideas and we hope you find them helpful… 

1. Take another look at the school environment (e.g. how does it help young people to feel 

safe?  Where are they seated in class?  Is there too much stimulus?)  

2. ABC - All Behaviour is Communication! Wonder about what it might be telling us and be 

professionally curious… 

3. Relationships are key  - you have to have ‘connection before direction’ 

4. Self-care of the adults is important in preventing secondary trauma (and it also aids reflective 

practice!)  

5. Reframe our language – the narrative that young people hear about themselves is important. 

6. Understanding ‘stage not age’: Some children may behave much younger or older than their 

actual age because of trauma 

7. Everybody in the school has a part to play, not just pastoral staff  

8. Consistency from adults pays dividends, how else will a plan work?! 

9. Routines can bring feelings of safety and traumatised young people can start to learn to 

predict and /or think about how adults might help them 

10.School staff are hugely important as role 

models for their young people. Young people  

will pick up on how adults behave towards each 

other as well as towards them. 

 

A big thank you to all of the staff from schools and 

VSK who helped to produce these!  



 

 

 NEWS FROM THE NORTH 

Sarah Howell, Assistant Head  

Tel: 03000 410392 or Email: sarah.howell@kent.gov.uk  

TAM Project – ‘The Amazing Me’ 

Five primary schools across the North Kent & Medway area have been chosen to 

pilot a short intervention targeted at Year 4 / 5 pupils, based on Amanda Peddle’s 

work, linked to her book: ‘TAM’s Journey – The Beginning’.  

The intervention is for young people to begin to understand why feelings affect the way we behave, to 

better manage ourselves because of that greater understanding and to feel happier about things 

which may cause us to worry. 

In January, staff from the schools attended an introductory day at The Bridgewood 

Manor in Walderslade, where Amanda and her team led everybody through the 

sessions involved in the intervention, and allowed them time to familiarise themselves 

with the resources which have been developed by the author. A VSK link person has 

been allocated to the schools and a chance for problem solving via a team approach 

happened at the beginning of March. 

A mid-point review is booked in for the end of April, where the focus will be on 

sharing good practice across schools taking part. 

Impact will be measured via comparisons of pre and post intervention 

questionnaires, as well as longer term retention of the information. The project will 

continue until the end of 2020. 

Staff Changes 

In January we said ‘goodbye’ to Mandeep Kaur Virdi from our team. She has moved on to working at 

a new nursery in Swale. We know that the nursery is lucky to have such a dedicated, thoughtful and 

experienced professional working with the young people in their care. I’m sure those of you who have 

had the opportunity to work with Mandeep, will join with us in thanking her for her work at VSK and 

wishing her well in her new venture.  

In the summer term, we will be introducing you to the new member of our team who will be working 

across schools in North Kent & Medway. 



 

 

NEWS FROM THE NORTH 
 

 

 

 

KEPS 

Once again, we have been lucky to work alongside our colleagues at KEPS (Kent Educational 

Psychologists Service) this year. Our work has involved two different foci: Stress-reduction in the build

-up to KS2 SATs for Year 6 pupils (BEAT Junior) and workshops for schools and foster carers on 

Anxiety Based School Refusal (ABSR). 

The BEAT Junior project started with sending questionnaires out to the carers of the Year 6 young 

people in our area, who then completed the questions with the young person. The questionnaires 

showed where there was a need for supporting young people with raised levels of stress. Our lead 

professional from KEPs, Caroline England, has then been able to liaise with these schools and 

provide an intervention programme for the identified young people and other vulnerable young people 

in the school’s Year 6 cohort. 

The 2-part workshop on Anxiety Based School Refusal was used to support schools and carers with 

an understanding of ABSR and suggested strategies on how best to support young people whose 

attendance at school is being affected by anxiety. 

Next Year 

We are hoping to provide Nurture Group 3-day training for schools in the North Kent & Medway area, 

in Term 1 of the new academic year. The course will need support from the Senior Leadership Team 

at your setting, so now would be a good time to begin the conversations with them before the flyers 

are sent out in the Summer Term. The course is accredited, so attendees will need to complete an 

assignment. By providing this training, we know that this is another way vulnerable young people in all 

key stages across North Kent & Medway, will be supported by our schools. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS SAM - PASSING THE NURTURE ACCREDIDATION 

We are very proud of Sam Pilcher our West Kent Education Support Officer and 

know that this achievement will inspire her to continue promoting nurturing 

approaches (such as use of the Boxall profile) in West Kent schools to build 

their capacity and keep improving support for our children and young people. 

Sam is an excellent advocate for the VSK Nurture project and one of the 

schools she supports has already achieved a Nurture UK QUALITY MARK – 

which takes some doing as this evidences a very high standard of support for 

vulnerable children. 

Well done Sam, keep up the great work! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 NEWS FROM THE WEST 

Jo Hayes & Jen Kemp, Assistant Heads  

Jo -Tel: 03000 415679 or Email: Joanne.Hayes1@kent.gov.uk (mon to wed) 

 

We are lucky enough to have welcomed several new members of staff into our 

team, including Annie Cetal (Fostering Education Liaison Officer), Lynda Valevou 

(Education Support Officer), Kim Evans (Education Welfare Officer) and Lindsey 

Hargreaves (KS4 Personal Assistant). They all have a wide range of experience 

and are very valuable additions to our growing team. As we continue to grow this might mean 

changes, but we will try to keep these changes to a minimum to ensure consistency as much as 

possible for our young people.  

We are undertaking several initiatives at the moment, working alongside KEPs (Kent Educational 

Psychologists Service) to offer workshops in Meta-cognition and the Importance of Sleep for learning, 

details of which will be announced soon. We have several school level projects which are looking at 

Solution Circles and Integrated Sensory work to support our children within their classrooms, and we 

look forward to building upon these projects some of  which will include an Outreach element to 

ensure as many children as possible are able to access the expertise and support that we have in our 

schools. Our very successful mindfulness intervention, Relax Kids continues and has been rolled out 

into a number of Ashford schools where our children learn how to use various techniques to manage 

their own feelings and emotions. If you would like to explore this opportunity with your school then 

please do contact us. 

Our work with UASC continues, and we are very grateful to the schools who are supporting our 

young people, taking them onto their school rolls quickly and providing them with the education that 

they deserve, need and want. The young people are very keen to do the best they can to ensure that 

they can access the college courses that will enable them to pursue their chosen careers. Many of 

our young people have suffered significant trauma on their journeys here, and school and college are 

the key to helping them secure their future.  

As the GCSEs and other national tests and exams are not too far away now we 

would like to take the opportunity to wish our children and young people all the very 

best in these and also to thank the people who care for them, educate them and 

support them for enabling them to reach their goals.  

 

Jen - Tel: 03000 415685 or Email: Jennifer.kemp@kent.gov.uk (wed to fri) 

mailto:Jennifer.Kemp@kent.gov.uk
mailto:Jennifer.Kemp@kent.gov.uk


 

 

 

 
NEWS FROM THE SOUTH 

 
Carole Bailey, Assistant Head   

Tel: 03000 417216 or Email: carole.bailey@kent.gov.uk 

We are pleased to provide an update of what is happening in South Kent.  Our 

area extends from New Romney to Sandwich and includes Canterbury City, 

and we have been delighted to build relationships with the schools that 

educate and support over 200 young people in our area. This year we are 

supporting a new cohort of young people through our Paired Reading School, 

with our launch for foster carers led by Dr Rachel Standen at Smile Centre, 

Whitfield, on 9
th
 March. Previous years have enabled many young people to accelerate their reading 

skills, and consequently their wider learning, so we are delighted to be running this 16 week 

programme again this year.   

We are also pleased to welcome two new members to our team; Rachel Hutchings, who is our new 

Education Support Officer supporting schools in the Canterbury area, and Lucinda Noonan, our 

Specialist Education Welfare Officer, supporting children with attendance issues.  Both are not only 

qualified teachers,  but bring a wealth of wider additional experience to their work in VSK. We are 

delighted they have joined the established team in South Kent.   

The role of designated teacher is a statutory role that all schools are required to have, and we have 

had several schools with new designated teachers since September. We have provided initial 

designated teacher training and ongoing support, outlining the expectations of their role in supporting 

children in care in their respective schools,  via the organisation of the regular PEP meetings and how 

to ensure all children are supported to maximise their learning.  We have also provided wider CPD 

sessions for schools seeking to extend their knowledge and understanding of attachment and trauma 

informed practice.   

This year we are joining with our East Kent team to host our annual conference for designated 

teachers, which is on Friday, 27
th
 March at the Riverside Conference Centre in Whitstable CT5 3JQ. 

Our keynote address will be led by Louise Bomber, who has worked with many schools and local 

authorities in developing a wider understanding of attachment and trauma needs for education 

practitioners. The afternoon session will focus upon the vulnerability of young people with regard to 

exploitation, with particular reference to drugs and violence, led by Spark2Life.  We look forward to 

meeting many of our designated teachers at this event, but if there are wider ways we can support 

Kent’s children in care in your schools, please don’t hesitate to get in touch!   

mailto:Joanne.Kelly@kent.gov.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 NEWS FROM THE EAST 

Simon Fosse-Collins, Assistant Head   

Tel: 03000 418601 or Email: simon.fosse-collins@kent.gov.uk 

Three terms into the year and the East Kent Team have been extremely busy 

with more to come!  

It is a privilege to be leading this Team and working alongside the most dedicated 

team I have worked with. The Team’s commitment to our young people is second 

to none and their passion to ensure each child achieves is incredible. Hopefully 

this shines through in their work in your schools.   

Moving forward we will be welcoming some new faces to our team. We have recruited Yonnette Ward 

as our KS4 Progression Officer to support our children moving into Post 16 Education. Abigail Gentle-

Spens has been enlisted as our specialist Education Welfare Officer and will join us soon. We have 

also welcomed colleagues from the Post 16 VSK Team into our core Area Team, and I feel this is a 

great move which will mean that our young people will receive a seamless service from starting 

nursery to heading off into adulthood.  

We have also been busy setting up many projects with the aim of supporting our 

children. Some of you may remember Dez Brown who spoke at the VSK 

Conference in 2018. Lucy Southwood has further cultivated our links with this 

service. Lucy has been able to arrange for two members of Dez’s team to meet 

with some of our young and perhaps more vulnerable young people.  Following a 

group session, the young people involved reported that the session had had a massive impact on 

them. We will be repeating this day in April, so if you have a young person in care who you are 

concerned about then please contact Lucy or your Education Support Officer.  

 

Lucy is also in the process of arranging for Spark 2 Life to deliver 

assemblies in schools and details of this will be shared in due course.  

 

Dez will also be speaking again at our conference on the 27
th
 March 2020 at the 

Riverside Church in Whitstable on the theme of working with young people and the 

effects of a gang culture.  In the morning we will welcome Louise Bomber, author 

of Inside I am Hurting, to outline how we can be the Human Bridge to Recovery. 

This event is free to schools and can be booked via CPD online.  

mailto:Ben.Taylor2@kent.gov.uk


 

 

 

 
NEWS FROM THE EAST 

In future we will be looking to rerun the Safe & Sound course which focused on 

working with children effected by CSE. This was a very popular course and is  

relevant to a range of children and young people.  Once we have confirmed a  

date for this, we will send it out.  

On the 6
th
 of February we were delighted to welcome 30 Designated Teachers from across East Kent 

to Green Banks for the launch the Designated Teacher’s Forum. Together we hammered out an 

agenda for the next meeting in late June which will include a VSK update / training element including  

how to allocate and evidence Pupil Premium+ funding and case discussions. Our aim is to set up a 

supportive network for Designated Teachers across the area and build a community of mutual 

support. All Designated Teachers are welcome to attend this.  

VSK also offer support through Dare to Differ and hold a number of places 

with them for our use. Their support ranges from mentoring to specific work 

around self-esteem, confidence, transition, engagement or friendships etc. 

This support is accessed via VSK  but can be discussed with an individual 

child’s social worker.     

Our Education Support Officer Team have all now been trained in Precision Teaching and are willing 

to support schools with their understanding of this intervention. They have found this particularly 

useful when working with children who struggle to retain learning or find the language of learning 

challenging. They are also able to offer Drawing and Talking alongside academic support.  

Jan Dimond, our Fostering Education Liaison Officer is setting up Paired Reading training for foster 

carers. This intervention has been used for a number of years by VSK and seen some exceptional 

results. In some cases children have made up to 18 months progress in reading over the 16 week 

intervention period. Jan will share more around the forth coming carers’ events in due course.  

VSK still offer our Attachment Awareness Training which is always very well received. If you wish to 

know more about this then please ask your Education Support Officer or contact me directly. This is 

free training and can be delivered as a twilight session.  

We are also promoting TT Rockstars and we can set up a VSK account for our young people linked  

to their school account on request. Therefore any work completed on a study pad or remote app can 

count towards their school or class scores!  

Finally we would just like to say we appreciate the hard work you are putting in on the frontline with 

our young people.  



 

 

 PREVIOUSLY LOOKED AFTER CHILDREN 

 Emma Wills, Senior Education Support Officer for Previously 

Looked After Children (PLAC)   

Tel: 03000 422156 or Email: emma.wills@kent.gov.uk  

Hello from the Previously Looked After Children Team!   

The team has now expanded to offer a more proactive and effective service 

across the county.  This will benefit you as a school as well as your children 

and their parents or guardians. As a team, we work closely with the Post 

Adoption Support Team, the VSK Looked After Children teams across the 

county and the VSK Participation Team.  There are a lot of exciting plans for the forthcoming year, 

which I hope you will be part of.    

Emma Wills   

Since joining Virtual School Kent four years ago, I have gained experienced of working in South and 

East Kent supporting Looked After Children and the schools that they are enrolled in.  I have 

experience of supporting children in mainstream (Primary and Secondary), special schools and 

alternative provisions.  As VSK SENCo I have a sound knowledge of the EHCP process and systems 

and work closely with the SEND department of Kent County Council. Prior to working for Virtual 

Schools, I spent my teaching career within primary schools across the Early Years Foundation Stage 

and Key Stages 1 and 2.   

Since setting up the Previously Looked After Children workstream over a year ago, the workload has 

expanded dramatically, reflecting the need within Kent for this type of advice and support.  Working 

with Designated Teachers I have seen how passionate they are in supporting Previously Looked After 

Children.  It is a privilege to be able to advise schools on the support given to children, throughout their 

education.  emma.wills@kent.gov.uk 

Abby Higgins   

My name is Abby Higgins and I am the Education Support Officer for Previously 

Looked After Children in East and South Kent. I joined Virtual School Kent in 

January 2020, but prior to this I worked as a primary school teacher, with 

experience of secondary teaching, specialist resource provision, teaching 

English as a second language and have experience of supporting children from diverse backgrounds 

with a range of complex needs.  

I have a passion for ensuring all children are able to achieve their full potential and look forward to 

working with parents and schools to ensure the best outcomes.    abby.higgins@kent.gov.uk 

mailto:abby.higgins@kent.gov.uk


 

 

PREVIOUSLY LOOKED AFTER CHILDREN 

Zoe Brockington   

Hi! My name is Zoe Brockington and I am an Education Support Officer for 

Previously Looked after Children in North and West Kent. Before joining Virtual 

School Kent in November 2019, I spent my teaching career working in Primary 

schools in the West Midlands, Hampshire and Kent. In 2012, I completed my Post

-Graduate Certificate in Special Educational Needs and Inclusion and this led me 

to take on role of SENCO and Assistant Head Teacher.  

As Designated Teacher for Looked After Children in a number of schools, I developed a passion for 

ensuring that every child has the best opportunities to succeed in education. After completing Nurture 

training, I set up a nurture provision to support vulnerable pupils in a large primary school. I am SEND 

Governor for a local Primary School and this helps to keep my understanding of policies and 

procedures up to date.  zoe.brockington@kent.gov.uk 

 

VSK Previously Looked After Children Conference for Designated Teachers  

On Thursday 2
nd

 July we will be holding our first ever Designated Teacher Conference specifically for 

Previously Looked After Children. The day will include training around Trauma Awareness delivered 

by Kate Cairns Training Associates and talks from the Post Adoption Support Team and the Virtual 

School Participation Team on their workstreams and how your children could be supported within 

these.   

The conference aims: 

∑ To develop a wider understanding of the needs of Previously Looked After Children and the 

agencies who support them and their families locally and nationally. 

∑ To reflect upon the needs of Previously Looked After Children and explore how your school can 

respond to these needs. 

∑ To raise awareness across schools in localities and network with other Designated Teachers 

across the county.  

The day will be an excellent opportunity to discuss issues and network with other professionals, review 

resources and discuss further training opportunities at the Market Place. For more information or to 

book your place, please visit CPD online, course reference: SCH 20/424.   

 



 

 

 SUPPORTING OUT CHILDREN PLACED OUT OF COUNTY  

 Amanda Ormond, Senior Education Support Officer for Out Of County 

Children (OOC)   

Tel: 03000 412293 or Email: amanda.ormond@kent.gov.uk  

 

Supporting transitions for children in care placed out of Kent are vital to ensure that our 

young people feel safe in their provisions and the area where they live. Ensuring their 

well being is important so that they have opportunities to be successful. Support in achieving this is key 

and the voice of our young people is at the heart of what we do. 

 

Meet The Out Of County Team - Who are we and what do we do? 

 

My name is Amanda Ormond and I am the Senior Education Support Officer for Out Of County 

Children at Virtual School Kent. I have worked at VSK since June 2011 in the North Kent Area and from 

February 2019 I took the Senior role for Out Of County placed young people. In previous roles I have 

taught at a KS4 PRU and also worked in a Secondary school. I deliver training locally in Attachment and 

Trauma Awareness and have a Diploma in Youth Counselling, Certificate in Cognitive Behaviour Therapy 

and am a Qualified Nurture Practitioner. I have a responsibility to track and monitor the education for any 

Kent child who has been placed outside of our County This includes young people in Early Years up to the 

end of Key Stage 5. My aim is to develop this work stream so that there is equity in our service and offer 

for our young people wherever they are placed. Please feel free to contact me in regards to any queries 

you may have about a young person’s education outside of Kent. I work full time including the school 

holidays. Phone: 03000 412293 or email: amanda.ormond@kent.gov.uk 

 

My name is Nina Windle and I am the Specialist Education Welfare Officer for Out Of 

County Children at Virtual School Kent. I have worked at VSK since April 2012 in 

Canterbury and Swale and joined the Out Of County team in Oct 2019. I initially joined 

KCC in 2006 where I supported the development of the role of the CIC Education Welfare 

Officer within the PRU, Inclusion and Attendance Service. Prior to this I worked in a 

Therapeutic Residential Unit & School and also within YOS. I have the responsibility to 

track and monitor the attendance of our Statutory school aged Kent Children in Care placed in schools 

outside of Kent and Medway. I can offer support, advice and guidance to increase attendance, reduce 

exclusions and help bridge the gap between attendance and achievement. Please get in touch if you have 

any concerns about attendance, exclusions, reduced time tables, pupils not in an education provision and 

I’ll endeavour to support. I work Wednesday- Friday including school holidays. Phone: 03000 418801 or 

email: nina.windle@kent.gov.uk 

mailto:amanda.ormond@kent.gov.uk
mailto:nina.windle@kent.gov.uk


 

 

SUPPORTING OUT CHILDREN PLACED OUT OF COUNTY  

My name is Karen Wood and I am the KS4 & KS5 Transition Education Support 

Officer for Out of County Children at Virtual School Kent. I first joined VSK in October 

2015 as Key Stage 4 progression Adviser for Canterbury and Swale where I supported 

key stage 4 students with their transition and options for post 16. I returned to Virtual 

School and joined the Out of County Team in December 2019. Prior to this I have 

worked as a Nurse, Connexions P.A. and Learning Support Manager in a local school. 

My focus is on the progression and attainment of Kent Children in Care in Key Stage 4 and their transition 

to Key Stage 5 to support successful engagement in Education, Employment and Training opportunities 

when placed outside of our county. I work term time only. Phone: 03000 415400 or email: 

karen.wood@kent.gov.uk 

 

My name is Amanda Roback and I am the Business Support Officer for Out of 

County Children at Virtual School Kent. I have worked at VSK since January 2011 in 

the Canterbury and Swale team and joined the Out of County team in September 

2019. I initially joined Kent County Council in March 2002 supporting the Business 

Administration team at Clover House and then progressed on to PA support for the 

Early Years team. I am responsible for supporting the Out of County team. I assist in 

the smooth running of the service and take a proactive role in relation to its day to day 

functioning. Please feel free to contact me in regards to any Business Support queries. I work Monday, 

Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 8:45am to 2pm, term time only. Phone: 03000 418737 or email: 

amanda.roback@kent.gov.uk 

 

My name is Joanne Kelly and I am Deputy Head at Virtual School Kent. I have worked 

in VSK for eight years and have line management responsibility for the Out of County 

team. The Out of County team work very hard to try and ensure that every child in care 

living outside of Kent has the best opportunities to succeed in education and I aim to 

support them to achieve this. Please feel free to contact me in regards to an escalation of 

any queries you may have about a young person’s education outside of Kent. I work full 

time including the school holidays. Phone: 03000 412112 or email: 

joanne.kelly@kent.gov.uk 

 

Latest News 

∑ One of the developments we are currently working is giving our children access to the Times Table 

Rock Stars platform to encourage them to achieve their best in the new Multiplication Tests this July.  

∑ We are also investing in our primary children receiving Letter Box parcels of reading books  

∑ And we are currently trying out a new Mentoring service for our older pupils. 

 

mailto:karen.wood@kent.gov.uk
mailto:amanda.roback@kent.gov.uk
mailto:joanne.kelly@kent.gov.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Responsibilities  

The Post 16 team are responsible for supporting all young people in academic years 11, 12 and 13. 

∑ Senior Education Support Officers: each hold a caseload of young people attending EKC 

Canterbury and MKC Maidstone and Medway in their respective areas, dealing with complex cases. 

∑ Post 16 Education Support Officers: support young people in years 12 or 13 who are in Education, 

NEET, Training Providers, Apprenticeships/Traineeships, Employment, Volunteering, Missing and 

Custody. 

∑ The Key Stage 4 Progression Officers: support young people in year 11 and young people in school 

years 9 and 10 that are high risk of becoming NEET.  

 
 

Staff Update 

A warm welcome to Alex Knight (Post16 Support Officer) and Yonnette Ward 

(KS4 Progression Advisor) who have both recently joined our East Kent team. 

 

National Citizen Service (NCS) 

NCS is all about building a young person’s confidence, developing leadership skills and making new 

friends. It includes 10 days away from home (5 days at an activity centre, 5 days on a University Campus) 

and two weeks working on a Social Action Project.  It’s open to all young people in school years 11 and 12 

and VSK have some FREE places for Children in Care.  

 

To take up this amazing offer please email catherine.thompson@kent.gov.uk or call her on 03000 415221. 

 

Contact Information 

For more information about the Post16 workstreams please contact our Senior Education Support Officers: 

Samantha Perrin (Samantha.perrin@kent.gov.uk)  

Catherine Thompson (Catherine.thompson@kent.gov.uk) 

 NORTH WEST SOUTH  
EAST 

Senior Education  
Support Officers 

Samantha Perrin 
(was Sharkey) 

Catherine Thompson 
(was Burton) 

16+ Support Officers Tracy Hunt Jade-Amora Omoleigho  
(was Fray) 

Gareth Wood 
 

Alex Knight 

KS4 Progression  
Advisors 

To include Sixth forms & KS4 

Michelle Olden 
(term time only) 

Lindsay Hargreaves 
(term time only) 

  

Paula Howe 
(term time only) 

 

Yonnette Ward 
(term time only) 

UASC Cohort  Steve Green is responsible for the UASC cohort placed at Millbank and delivers an open access ESOL  
in the community. 

OOC Cohort Amanda Ormond and Karen Wood are responsible for ensuring all young people from Early Years 
through to Key Stage 5 placed out of county have access to education and supported appropriately. 

 POST16 NEWS 

mailto:Samantha.perrin@kent.gov.uk
mailto:Catherine.thompson@kent.gov.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARTICIPATION TEAM UPDATE 

The Participation Team are looking forward to a busy year ahead, continuing to engage with 

Children in Care, Care Leavers, Sons and Daughters of Foster Carers and Adopted Young People.  

We are pleased to welcome two new care experienced apprentices to our team, Alisha Church 

based at Brook House and Kayleigh Leonard who will be based at Worrall House.  

Supporting The Adoption Service  

Kent Adoptables 

In February we held our second meeting. The group are now beginning to know each other and 

feeling more comfortable sharing opinions and different ideas.  

Issues discussed at this meeting included ways to engage older children and how the meetings 

could appeal to teenagers who possibly don’t currently attend meetings.  

The group also looked at how adopted young people can feel supported in school, some of the 

suggestions by the young people were: to incorporate lessons in school about adoption, someone 

in school that understands what adoption may mean to a young person and also presentations in 

schools by an adopted young person.  

Fun days  

In February half term the adopted young people attended a screen-printing 

workshop. Ten young people had the chance to design their own t-shirts using 

on a screen-printer and then also made a tote bag with spray paints and 

stencil. The day was a huge success and there were some incredible and 

individual designs produced. It great to see young people’s own ideas and 

artistic talents shining through.  

Pre-school Group 

The adoptables pre-school group is a stay and play activity for families with children under 5. The 

group runs on the first Monday of every month with a different theme each 

session. Children have the chance to engage in activities such as messy 

play, sensory activities, puzzles and a chance to meet other families.  



 

 

 

Express yours-Elf Christmas Concert.  

In December our young people took to the stage in Sessions House to perform in our Christmas 

Extravaganza. The young people performed Christmas songs, sung carols and even got to dress 

up as snowmen. Members of the Participation Teams also put on their reindeer outfits and 

performed a great dance routine, much to the amusement of the audience.  

We were also joined by the young people and staff from Tunbridge Wells Youth Hub who 

performed a fantastic version of ‘Last Christmas’ which they sung, signed and danced to. There 

was also a special guest performance of Cinderella, by Caroline Smith and her team. The young 

people loved seeing the dressed up.  

The Participation Team also performed their own, alternative rendition of The Twelve Days of 

Christmas, ending it with hundreds of snowballs being launched into the audience.  

It was a great chance for the young people to meet up and have the chance to perform to Foster 

Carers, Elected members, Senior Members and KCC staff. It was fantastic to see the confidence 

the young people showed to take part in the concert and were highly praised by the audience.  

 

 

 

 

Half Term Activities Days  

During the February half term, The Participation Team ran two baking days across Kent for 

children in care and sons and daughters of foster carers. The young people had the opportunity to 

bake their own cupcakes The young people also got to take part in a fun, interactive food hygiene 

presentation before the baking began.  

These days gave the young people a great sense of ownership, whilst also allowing their creative 

flair in the kitchen to shine through. The baking activity also promoted independence as the young 

people weighed their ingredients and created their individual designs.  

The young people had a great time and produced some fantastic cakes to 

take home at the end of the day.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fostering Teenage Conference  

In November, The Participation team co-hosted a conference with Kent Fostering entitled 

‘Looking After Teenagers in Today’s Modern World’. The conference looked at the 

perspective of growing up as a teenager in care and some of the problems they may face.  

The conference showed a thought-provoking insight into the teenage brain and development, 

but also how life was very different 30 years ago, thus highlighting the pressure of social media. 

The audience also had the chance to listen to Jenny Molloy who was the keynote speaker. 

Jenny is a care leaver herself as well as an accomplished author, having written the best seller 

‘Hackney Child’. 

The conference also looked at the risks, challenges and problems a teenager growing up in 

care may face. Working as a team, the delegates along with The Participation Team, worked 

together to come up with possible solutions to the issues that teenagers may face in today’s 

modern world.  

 

 

 

 

 

Mind of My Own                                                        

Mind of My Own is an app that makes it easier for young people to express their views and for 

workers to respond to them. The app allows the young person to communicate their wishes and 

feelings via different scenarios such as, prepare for a meeting, share good news and sort a 

problem. 

Young people who use the app have given us positive feedback, one young person said: “I 

finally found a way to tell someone what was happening to me, and I got help” 

The Participation Team continue to promote Mind of my Own to young people and KCC 

workers across the county. If you would like more information, please contact Louise Codman 

at louise.codman@kent.gov.uk.  

 



 

 

 

Children in Care Councils 

Our Children in Care Councils continue to engage with young people across Kent, giving them 

the opportunity to discuss issue that affect children in care, have their voice heard, and also to be 

involved in making decisions to the care system. This poster has  details of how young people 

can join our Children in Care Councils.  

 

 

 

For more information please email: 

VSK_Participation@kent.gov.uk 



 

 

 

Boys’ and Girls’ Groups 

The latest boys’ group took place at The FAR Academy in term 

2. The group was targeted at boys between the ages of 13-17 

living in the care of Kent, who have been identified as 

vulnerable in some way, at risk of becoming NEET or lonely. 

The course ran for 6 weeks, whereby the boys had an 

informative talk each week on subjects such as drugs, alcohol 

and gangs, delivered by agencies Addaction and Metro Sexual 

Health. The aim of the group was to increase the boy’s self -

confidence and self-worth.  

After the talks, the boys get to spend time each week designing and making their own 

skateboard. With a mix of experiences and skating abilities, along with the talks, it created a 

well-balanced and engaging atmosphere. One young person said, “I absolutely love it here, can 

I come in early next week?”  

A new girls’ group, Uplift and Upcycle, has just commenced in Thanet, this too is a 6-week 

course with the talks facilitated by Barnardo’s, along with The Participation Team. The girls will 

be receiving weekly talks from the Barnardo’s ‘Be Free’ programme, which looks at healthy 

relationships and increasing self-esteem. As well as the talks, the girls are also taking part in a 

small upcycling project, each week the girls will design and create a small keepsake, with an 

upcycling expert. At the end of the course, the girls get to take their creations home with them.  

 

To book onto events or for more information, please contact us at:: 

vsk_participation@kent.gov.uk 

 

 Keep up to date with all the latest Participation Team news at:                    
 https://kentcarestown.lea.kent.sch.uk/ 

 

   Follow us on Twitter  @VirtSchl_Kent 

 

   Follow us on Instagram   @Participation_Team 

mailto:vsk_participation@kent.gov.uk
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VSK Contact Information 

 
virtual.school.kent@kent.gov.uk Virtual School Kent 

 
   
www.virtualschool.lea.kent.sch.uk/                        
 
 

VSK Senior Leadership Team 

North & West Kent 03000 412777  Worrall House, 30 Kings Hill Avenue, 
Kings Hill, Kent ME19 4AE 

East & South Kent 03000 421157  Brook House, John Wilson Business Park, 

Reeves Way, Whitstable, Kent CT5 3SS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tony Doran  

Headteacher 

Marian Smith 

Deputy Head (East & South) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jo Kelly 

Deputy Head (North & West) 

Jo Carpenter 

Participation & Engagement  

Manager 


